
Baraboo   Bicycle   Advisory   Committee   
Minutes   of   the   Regular   Meeting   

September   16,   2021   
  

Members   present:     B.   Konen,   C.   Gabrielson,   C.   Harding,   T.   Pinion,   A.   Workman   
Members   absent:      B.   Hartup,   B.   Koenig,   S.   Mordini     
Others   present:     Mayor   Nelson   

  
1. Call   to   Order   

Chair   Workman   called   the   meeting   to   order   at   5:32   p.m.   and   noted   compliance   with   the   Open   Meeting   Law.    Motion   by   
Pinion,   second   by   Konen,   to   adopt   the   agenda   as   printed.    Motion   carried.     
  

2. New   Business   
a. Discussion   of   Great   Sauk   State   Trail   proposed   map   routes.   

  
Mayor   Nelson   began   by   reporting   briefly   on   two   items   before   he   had   to   attend   another   meeting.   First,   he   had   reached   out   
to   the   Dean   of   the   Baraboo   campus   to   encourage   him   to   respond   to   Brian   Zimmert’s   (Sauk   Co.   P&Z)   request   to   
collaborate   on   the   bike   trail   route   to   the   BooU   campus.   Second,   he   reported   that   Zimmert   has   a   meeting   set   with   the   DOT   
to   discuss   the   Hwy   33   crossing   of   the   GSST   trail.     
  

Harding   and   Gabrielson   both   reported   biking   areas   of   the   proposed   GSST   route   to   explore   strengths   and   weaknesses   of   
streets   involved,   and   after   having   done   so   wanted   to   revisit   the   proposed   route   of   Hwy   DL   /   Walnut   St./Vine   St.   Both   
agreed   that   the   steepness   of   the   hill   going   north   on   Walnut   St,   the   significant   number   of   stop   signs   on   Vine   St,   and   the   
possible   closure   of   the   Vine   St.   railway   crossing   was   leading   them   to   rethink   that   route   as   the   preferred   route.   Both   
favored   the   option   of   following   DL   north   as   far   as   Gall   Rd,   turning   right   (east)   on   Gall   and   proceeding   left   (north)   on   
Lake   St.   The   Town   of   Baraboo   would   need   to   approve   the   use   of   Gall   Rd,   but   advantages   include   a   66   ft.   right   of   way   on   
Gall   and   4   ft   on   either   side   of   Lake   St,   making   both   roads   plenty   wide.   From   Lake   St,   the   route   would   join   with   Walnut   
St.,   turning   right   (north)   briefly   on   Walnut   before   turning   west   (left)   onto   Lynn   St   to   go   in   front   of   the   Historic   Train   
Depot.   Pinion   reported   that   the   City   owns   a   vacant   lot   on   the   north   side   of   Lynn   St,   which   could   potentially   serve   as   a   
parking   lot,   but   that   Lynn   St   also   offers   on   street   parking.     
  

From   there,   the   route   would   turn   right   (north)   onto   Vine   St   to   meet   up   with   the   east   side   of   the   City   Hall   parking   lot,   or   
continue   north   to   where   Vine   St   dead   ends   at   the   river   to   a   sidewalk/path   connecting   west   to   the   roundabout   crossing   at   
South   Blvd.   All   acknowledged   that   the   South   Blvd   roundabout   crossing   was   problematic   on   multiple   levels,   and   that   
current   options   for   crossing   included   an   at   grade,   a   bridge,   or   a   tunnel.   Workman   noted   that   Koenig   had   emailed   everyone   
prior   to   the   meeting   options   for   reducing   design   speed   at   the   roundabout   to   make   the   crossing   more   comfortable   and   safe,   
linking   a   video   option   of   an   at-grade   crossing.   The   group   acknowledged   that   the   crossing   would   not   be   resolved   at   this   
meeting,   so   discussion   picked   up   on   the   route’s   path   on   the   west   side   of   South   Blvd.   
  

Although   it   would   require   overcoming   some   construction   hurdles,   the   group’s   consensus   was   that   a   route   between   the   
river   and   the   RR   track   on   the   south   side   was   still   the   best   option.   Pinion   noted   a   pinch   point   in   the   river   that   constituted   a   
“medium   height   hurdle”   to   trail   construction:   the   steep   elevation   change   of   10   ft   across   from   Mary   Rountree   Evans   Park,   
along   with   the   river’s   floodplain.   Gabrielson   said   the   elevation   change   was   significant,   but   a   well   constructed   trail   was   
still   possible.   Pinion   said   the   floodplain   issue   could   be   managed   by   the   creation   of    “compensatory   storage”:   the   river   
would   have   to   be   filled   in   there   and   excavated   elsewhere.   He   noted   it   would   be   doable,   but   not   easy.   The   cost   of   those   two   
projects   prompted   a   brief   discussion   of   fundraising   needed   to   cover   those   projects.     
  

The   route   would   then   cross   2nd   Ave.   at   the   Historical   Society   building   to   Attridge   Park,   where   it   could   move   east   of   the   
future   splashpad/restroom   area   to   connect   with   the   Old   Manchester   St   (existing)   bridge.   The   group   agreed   that   the   bike   
path   and   splashpad   would   mutually   reinforce,   rather   than   compete,   with   each   other.     
  

Once   across   the   bridge,   the   group   outlined   four   options:   joining   with   the   Ice   Age   Trail   segment   of   the   Riverwalk   for   the   
short   section   to   a   proposed   crossing   at   Berkeley   Blvd   (no   crossing   exists   now,   but   the   group   noted   Mayor   Nelson’s   
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preference   for   a   tunnel   under   Hwy   33   as   the   reconstruction   of   Hwy   33   is   in   the   planning   now).   Following   Berkeley   Blvd   
north   and   west   of   the   high   school,   the   trail   would   then   join   the   existing   Ice   Age   Trail   route   (no   formal   trail   exists   there   
now).   A   secondary   option   was   taking   the   Riverwalk   all   the   way   to   a   Willow   St   crossing   of   Hwy   33/8th   St,   then   using   the   
“Rectangular   Rapid-Flashing   Beacon”   (RRFB)   to   enter   a   left   turn   lane   of   Hwy   33,   backtracking   east   on   Hwy   33   to   turn   
left   (north)   onto   Berkeley   St.   A   third   option   would   be   to   use   the   RRFB   at   Willow   St   to   enter   a   left   turn   lane   of   Hwy   33,   
but   proceed   east   only   as   far   as   Hill   St,   turn   left   (north),   and   proceed   to   Berkley   Blvd,   turning   right   at   Gordon   L.   Wilson   
Elementary   School   and   then   north   on   Ice   Age   Trail.   A   fourth   option   is   to   avoid   the   Riverwalk   and   instead   follow   2nd   Ave   
west   to   where   it   becomes   Shaw   St,   then   turn   right   (north)   onto   Willow   St.   Ownership   of   the   strip   of   land   north   of   Shaw   St   
and   west   of   the   river   was   discussed,   which   could   provide   access   to   Koch   St,   then   Willow   St.     
  

The   group   agreed   that   from   the   Ice   Age   Trail,   the   route   would   likely   proceed   through   the   BooU   campus   (co-owned   by   
Sauk   county   and   City   of   Baraboo)   however   the   campus   wants,   but   the   logical   end   point   would   be   to   exit   onto   Terrytown   
Rd.   Options   of   using   Connie   St   or   Rosemary   Lane   to   Viola   Ct   exiting   through   a   path   at   the   end   of   culdesac   were   
discussed,   as   well   as   the   potential   use   of   the   West   Baraboo   Village   Forest   as   a   pathway.   No   clear   consensus   was   reached   
on   the   final   segment.     
  

Pinion   offered   to   create   maps   showing   the   advisory   group’s   proposed   routes,   which   was   heralded   by   all   committee   
members   present.     
  

b.   Electric   bikes   and/or   scooters   on   Riverwalk   
Workman   noted   the   addition   of   this   agenda   item   because   of   email   correspondence   Hardy   received   re:   the   use   of   e-bikes   
and   scooters   on   the   Riverwalk.   Gabrielson   described   three   classes   of   electric   bikes:   class   1   is   limited   to   20   mph,   class   2   
has   a   throttle   and   pedals,   and   class   3   is   e-assist,   limited   to   28   mph.   Gabrielson   and   Konen   agreed   that   if   it   has   a   throttle   
(class   2),   it   should   not   be   allowed   on   the   trail,   but   the   other   classes   of   e-bikes   should   be   permitted.   Harding   shared   printed   
email   correspondence   of   thoughts   on   e-bikes,   with   the   viewpoint   that   e-bikes   should   be   allowed   because   of   the   elevation   
change   to   Baraboo   and   the   additional   access   e-bikes   offer   to   individuals   with   disabilities   to   riding.   Gabrielson   and   
Harding   noted   that   most   trail   systems   allow   e-bikes,   and   Gabrielson   added   that   the   same   rules   re:   e-bikes   should   apply   to   
the   Riverwalk   as   to   the   GSST.   

  
3. Next   Meeting   Dates :     The   next   meeting   dates   were   set   for   Thursday,   September   23   and   Thursday,   September   30   

at   5:30   p.m.   at   City   Hall.   
  

4. Adjournment:     Motion   by   Konen,   second   by   Pinion   to    adjourn    the   meeting.    Motion   carried.    Meeting   
adjourned   at   approximately   6:45   p.m.   
  

  
Respectfully   Submitted,   
  
  

Amy   Workman,   Chair   
  


